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K. Murray
MR. MURAD/CUNDARI: Today is October 9,

2001. The time is 1240 hours and my name is
Murray Murad/George Cundari of the New York
City Fire Department. I am conducting an
interview with --

A. Firefighter, Third Grade, Kevin Murray,
assigned to ladder 18 that day of the Fire
Department of the City of New York.

Q. I am currently at Ladder 11 and Engine 28
regarding the events on September 11, 2001.
Firefighter Murray, do you want to give your account
of the tragic day?

A. Okay. 1I'll start from the beginning. I
came to Ladder 11. I was —-—- I knew I was being
detailed to 18 Truck and I thought I was riding for
somebody on 11 Truck when the first plane hit. The
second alarm was given, 28 Engine was turned out and
I had somebody relieve me on 11 Truck so I could get
over to 18 Truck in case they went on the box. I
got over to 18 Truck. I was assigned by Lieutenant
Borega, I was assigned the can and shortly after
that the fifth alarm was given for the first tower
and we went to -- 18 Truck was assigned. That's

just about the same time that the second plane had
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hit, because we still saw kind of the explosion when

we got onto the FDR, because they're pretty close.
On the FDR, there is a lot of traffic on the
FDR and we saw ——- I don't know which tower it was,
but I think it was Tower 2, what looked like a hole
where the fire was. That looked like a plane had

gone through it.

Q. So that would probably be the south tower?

A. Probably the south tower, right, because
we were coming from the FDR. So the south tower is
closer. So probably the south tower. We saw —— I
couldn't believe what I was looking at. We got

under the bridge that goes from the FDR into West
Street and there was —-- 1t was unbelievable. There
was jumpers everywhere, there was bodies everywhere,
pieces of plane everywhere. It didn't seem like a
lot of firemen everywhere. There was rigs parked in
a couple of different areas, but you didn't see a
lot of firemen, at all.

Q. Would you happen to know basically or to
the best of your knowledge, where you saw those
rigs?

A. There was a couple of rigs parked in front

of the north tower and a couple of rigs parked --
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there was a bridge that comes across where Liberty

Street is and there was a van fire right next to
that. I remember seeing that when I came in. And I
saw a couple of rigs parked on Liberty Street.
Where we parked, our rig was on —-- we parked our rig
under the bridge, the pedestrian bridge of -- that
comes from 1 World Trade across the street to the
Financial Center, the pedestrian bridge. That's
where we parked our rig under.

Q. Were you able to identify any of the other

apparatus or units that were there?

A. That were there?

0. If you recall.

A. The rigs that we saw?

0. Right.

A. No. Not to my knowledge. There was a
company that was pulled in right next to us. I'm

not sure what that company was.

0. Okay.

A. Now we're all just looking up. The first
thing the Lieutenant said is "We're staying together
on this." I said, "Lieu, I'm grabbing a search
rope." I grabbed a search rope, we all grabbed an

extra cylinder and we started heading across under
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the bridge towards the first tower, Tower 1, the

north tower. So we had walked alongside of 6 World
Trade. We're parked under here. 18 Truck was
parked on this side of the street, right there. We
walked under the bridge and then pretty much walked
into 1 World Trade right on this corner. Tower 1,
that's how I went into the building (indicating).

There was a bunch of glass broken and we didn't
go in through a doorway. There was all glass
broken, there was glass everywhere and there was
bodies everywhere. Everywhere that you looked there
was a body or mush, you know. We got into —-- the
command center was somewhere in here or there was a
bunch of chiefs somewhere in here (indicating).
When we got in there, there was a lot of people not
knowing what to do. Van Essen was there. Van Essen
came over to 18 Truck.

0. This is the north tower; correct?

A. North tower. Van Essen came over to the
18 Truck as soon as we got into the building or
shortly thereafter and said, "Forget about the fire.
Just get the people out." That's what they actually
told us and these people —-- we're waiting to get a

sign basically.
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So we stood over here on the northern most

wall, the exposure 4 wall -- the exposure 2 wall and
wailted to get a sign. 21 Engine was doing the same
thing, standing there with us and we were waiting to
get a sign. I actually helped Father Judge into the
building, because he went under one of those --
where the glass was, they had these metal bars going
across and he had to bend over and walk under it.

So I helped him into the building and then they
said, we're going to be sent to the third floor and
above. To start working our way up to start doing
the search.

Now my father works in the building and I'm
looking for a directory to see where he worked and
we went to —-- the first floor we went to was the
third floor and all these people were coming down in
the rear of the tower back here. They have these
escalators that were shut off and all these people
were coming down.

The elevators looked like they were on fire in
the lobby. There wasn't smoke coming out of them,
but it looked like they all bubbled up and
everything and there was a fire in there. Basically

we took the B stairwell, which is in between the
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elevators. I'm sorry. We forced an elevator door
first and we got an lady out of an elevator. The

elevator in the B stair, next to the B stairwell,
closest to the B stairwell. We helped a lady out of
there and we started walking up to the third floor.
That third floor was clear. There was no damage,
nothing. We got up to the fifth floor and there was
severe damage. The ceilings had come down, the some
walls had caved in. Major sprinkler damage, because
there wasn't just a sprinkler. It was just like 2
and a half inch hose hitting you in the face when
you were walking up there. So we were walking. We
figured this is a good place to start looking for
people and we were in some sort of —-- we didn't see
a company name or anything. Like we were in some
sort of corporate area with cubicles or anything.
It was almost like we were in like a locker room or
something. We had made our way to like where the
janitors worked or something. We had checked all
the locker rooms and everything else. We were
forcing some doors. We were there for a while.

Then we went to the sixth floor and did the
same thing. Same sort of damage up there. When we

were on the sixth floor, it was the sixth floor or
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the fifth floor, we were helping the people get down

the B stairwell. And what I found out later to be
was the first tower had collapsed.

0. The south tower?

A. The south tower had collapsed. Now, it
shook us and knocked a couple of guys down.
Everybody ran to the stairwell. All the lights went
off, all the shit came up the stairwell. It was
filled with dust. There was a report that a third
plane had hit the building and then we got another
report that the 65 floor in the north tower had
collapsed. That's what the rumbling was. We had no
idea that the south tower had gone.

So at that point we —-

Q. Did you get a report from the radio? Any
communications? How was the communications at that
point?

A. Communications were all over the place. I
had the can so I didn't have a radio, but I was with
the irons man and I kinds of heard a lot, but a lot
of people were trying to talk at the same time. It
was just static, a lot. What you did hear was —-—
what I did hear at one point, which I thought was

Ladder 11, but it wound up being Battalion 11,
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because I was listening for them, was on the 30th

floor. But it wasn't Ladder 11. It was Battalion
11.

We basically did an evacuation at that point
and we started trying to get the people to keep
going down the stairs, to calm down. What happened
was that we didn't see it, but a portion of the
lobby had gotten knocked out when that tower came
down, so we couldn't evacuate people down that
stairwell anymore. So we started funneling
everybody that was on the stairwell through the 5th
floor, across the 5th floor through the locker room,
to another stairwell. TI think it's the C stairwell.
I'm not sure. And we started sending people down
that.

Eventually someone -- and we were basically set
up on a relay where it would be a couple of us every
15, 20 feet with flashlights showing people where to
walk and we sent the people down that stairwell.
Whatever was blocking the B stairwell must have got
freed up, because then we were able to —-- we were
able to start sending them back down that stairwell.
Because people, it was taking forever to get these

people through the 5th floor.
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Q. And were all you guys still together at

the same time or were you separated?

A. We were spread out on the 5th floor, but
we were all together. We were all there.

Q. Okay were you also on channel 17

A. Yes. We were always on channel 1.

Q. At any time did they advise you to switch

to another channel?

A. I heard something about somebody being in
a different tower or something, switch to channel 3.
But I didn't have a radio, so I didn't really think
about that.

Q. When you were in the second collapse, of
the north tower, do you recall the individuals or
the companies that were with you?

A. 28 Engine was with us when we left the
building. They weren't with us on the floor when we
came down. After that, after we got everybody out,
it was all firemen in the stairwells, in the B
stairwell and I saw a guy from 16 Engine that I knew
on the stairwell. We kind of waved to each other.

I saw a guy from 15 Engine in the stairwell.

Q. Do you recall any of their names by

chance?
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A. Yes. Jimmy Hynes from 15 Engine, I saw
him in the stairwell. He's okay. Pete Fallucca

from 16 Engine, I saw him. He's okay. And this is
all in the stairwell coming down. We went down to
the lobby. Because once the firemen were all
evacuating, we decided to evacuate with them. We
went down to the lobby, this is the first time I got
to see the lobby. We were missing Charlie Maloney
from 18 Truck. We didn't know where he was. I
think he was the irons with me that day. Because he
had gone down to the front of the stairwell to guide
civilians out the stairwell. When we got to the
lobby and saw so the lobby was devastated, we
thought maybe he got killed in that. But he wound
up being okay later on.

What happened was we got down to the lobby and
a guy from Rescue 1, I don't know his name, came
over to 18 Truck and said, "You gotta help us if you
got any steam left."™ He was all bloodied up. He
goes, "My company is trapped upstairs and we got
more companies trapped upstairs." He goes, "If you
got anything left, come with me."

We run up the stairs. We started going back

up. Now all these firemen are evacuating the
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building, we start going back up the B stairwell.
We made it to the 5th floor and then there was a
report of major gas, a gas leak on the 5th floor.
So now I'm heading back up the stairs to the 20
something floor and there was some sort of gas leak
on the 5th floor. I smelled it, but I couldn't tell
if it was a gas leak or anything, but you definitely
smelled something that wasn't there when we were
doing the evacuation.

Q. Was there any conversation when you guys
were going back up and there were firefighters
descending down? Was there any conversation between
the two groups?

A. More so through Lieutenants, but, you
know, just basically. "Be safe." No one said
anything about the tower having gone down. I don't
think a lot of people knew that it had gone down.

We didn't know.
So when we got up to the 5th floor and we

smelled that gas and we saw these guys evacuating,

we said, "We better get out of here." So we started
heading down again. The guy from Rescue kept going
up. He didn't stay with us. I don't know his name.

A short, stocky guy.
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0. Was the stairwell 1it?
A. We removed an injured civilian at the

beginning and a couple of hundred civilians through.
You know, getting them through that stairwell. But
other than that, we didn't carry anybody out. The
civilians were kind of -- once the collapse
happened, they were shot. But they weren't
panicking, running or anything like that. They were
kind of staying calm.

0. Given the current known status of the
missing, the injured, deceased members, who did you
see and where did you see them and what were they
doing at the time? Was there any verbal
interaction? Like I asked before when you guys were
up and down the staircase. Did you last see
someone?

A. When we came down to the lobby, we saw 28
Engine. We also saw 4 Engine. 4 Engine was in the
lobby with us. There was another company that was
back -- I don't know what company it was. It was
back by the escalators, walking towards the front of
the lobby. I think it was an Engine Company. I'm
not sure.

We had a guy from 28 Engine, Roy Chelsen, had
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said, We saw all these jumpers coming down, a lot of
glass was coming down, said we should run.
Lieutenant Becker and Roy, who is a senior man said,

"Let's run." They ran out Tower 1, alongside World
Trade 6 and we had said -- 18 Truck conferred too
and said, "We should go too."™ But the thing we were
scared about was that the jumpers were coming down
and all the glass was coming down. There was a lot
more jumpers coming down at that time. And there
was a guy under the bridge screaming, "Come on.

Come on. Come on." You know. We ran. A couple of
Jumpers just missed me and the roof man.

We got under the bridge and we stopped, because
my hook got caught in Harry's suspenders and his
radio. It took me forever to get my hook out of his
thing. We thought we were safe at that point. We
saw a guy, I think big Port Authority Police or

somebody had a guy locked up in handcuffs right in

front of us and there was a guy, a rig right there.

0. You can use the diagram to show us.

A. There was a rig right here. Actually,
even closer. It was right as soon you got onto the
street. There was a rig and a couple of guys

sitting on the back of the rig.
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0. At West and Vesey?
A. Yeah. Right in front of World Trade,

right under the bridge. And they were all messed up.
You know, like exhausted and they were sitting
there. We walked -- now we're walking. This guy,
they were locking up this guy a little bit from

Vesey, right here. A little bit south of Vesey

Street on west. We started walking when the second
tower —-
Q. They are describing it as the north tower.
A. The north tower came down.
0. Where did you exit out of?
A. The same place —-
Q. The same way you went in? Okay. You went

north on West Street?

A. We went north on West Street. We decided
not to go to our rig, because we saw a lot of people
up here, so we started going towards them. When the
tower started -- there was a big explosion that I
heard and someone screamed that it was coming down
and I looked away and I saw all the windows
domino -- you know, dominoeing up and then come
down. We were right in front of 6, so we started

running and how are you going to outrun the World
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Trade Center? So we threw our tools and I dove
under a rig. The chauffeur Hughey from 18 Truck
dove with me. The rest of 18 Truck dove under
something else. Not the same rig as us, and then it
came down. I don't even think we made it to Vesey
Street. We might have been right on the corner of
Vesey Street.

Q. And were the guys from 18 safe and
accounted for?

A. Well, not at that point, but eventually
through the day we found Charlie Maloney who we
thought was killed in the lobby. He had made it out
himself across to the Financial Center, across the
street, and the roof man, Ralph from 18 Truck had
gotten hurt and he was found at 7 Engine and 1 Truck
later on. About seven hours later.

Q. Anything else you want to add?

A. No.

MR. MURAD/CUNDARI: Okay. So basically
this concludes our interview. I would like

to thank you, Firefighter Kevin Murray, for

this interview which you just gave us.

The time now is 1300 hours and at this

time I would like to conclude this



interview.

K. Murray
Thank you very much.
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