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                        CHIEF KENAHAN:  Today's date is  
 
                   December 11, 2001.  The time is 9:56 a.m.,  
 
                   and this is Battalion Chief Dennis Kenahan  
 
                   from the Safety Battalion of the Fire  
 
                   Department of the City of New York.  I'm  
 
                   conducting an interview with Lieutenant  
 
                   Robert Dorritie, Engine 53, in the quarters  
 
                   of Engine 53.  
 
                   Q.   Robert, just tell us what you know  
 
              about the events of September 11th.  
 
                   A.   Well, I'll just start from the  
 
              beginning, I guess.  We were sitting here  
 
              watching the television, and we saw the first  
 
              plane hit.  At that time I said, oh, we'll be  
 
              going.  We kind of got our gear together and  
 
              thrown on the rig. 
 
                        The second plane hit, and I guess about  
 
              two or three minutes afterwards, about 9:09, is  
 
              when we had the alarm come in on the second fifth  
 
              alarm.  We were the fourth due engine on the  
 
              second fifth alarm.  
 
                        So we took off right away.  We cut  
 
              through the park, got over to Twelfth Avenue.   
 
              Twelfth Avenue had already been closed by the New  
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              York City Police Department.  We were down in the  
 
              World Trade Center -- I gave a 1084 about 9:18.   
 
              So it only took us about nine minutes to get down  
 
              there. 
 
                        When we got down there, I went over to  
 
              the command post, which was located across the  
 
              street from the north tower, we reported in to  
 
              the command post.  At that time we were ordered  
 
              to go back by a Captain Supek, I believe his name  
 
              was.  He orders us to go back onto West Street  
 
              and to remove two rigs that were blocking West  
 
              Street.  So we ran back and we moved the two  
 
              rigs.  
 
                        We came back again to the command post.   
 
              At that time we received our orders to go into  
 
              the south tower.  They said start making your way  
 
              up on the south tower, tower number two.  I  
 
              turned around, looked for my men, and they were  
 
              in front of who I believe was a Franciscan  
 
              priest.  He was giving them absolution, and they  
 
              were accepting absolution from him.  
 
                        I said, "Okay, guys, we've got to get  
 
              going."  I don't know if it was Father Judge or  
 
              not; it could have been.  He went towards the  
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              north tower at that time and started walking  
 
              across the street.  I kind of cut him off at the  
 
              pass and said, "What about me, Father?"  He said,  
 
              "It includes everybody.  Absolution includes  
 
              everybody here."  
 
                        I got my guys and started walking  
 
              across West Street.  I guess we got about  
 
              three-quarters of the way across when we were  
 
              deciding which way to go into the south tower.   
 
              That's when I looked up, and the tower started  
 
              coming down, which at the time I said I thought  
 
              it was a secondary device.  I had warned the guys  
 
              about secondary devices on the way down and to be  
 
              careful of that.  
 
                        So when I originally saw it -- and then  
 
              I realized the building was coming down.  We ran  
 
              back across the street and into the garage, the  
 
              parking garage, underneath Two World Financial  
 
              Center, the Merrill Lynch building, I guess.  We  
 
              ran in there.  
 
                        Eventually there was a little confusion  
 
              down there, but we found our way out the back.   
 
              We sent a search line, a search rope, up from  
 
              there, a couple of the companies, and we ran it  
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              back out to the front of the building.  Then I  
 
              went back into the building, back through the  
 
              World Trade Center.  
 
                        I came out, and that's when I saw Chief  
 
              Cassano there.  I saw I believe it was Chief  
 
              Ganci on the corner.  That's when I heard the  
 
              transmission of a mayday from Ladder 21.  I don't  
 
              know who it was.  Couldn't get through.  But I  
 
              heard the transmission from Ladder 21.  
 
                        At that time after hearing that  
 
              transmission, I decided to go back, get my men,  
 
              who I left back over here behind the Winter  
 
              Garden area, in that parking area back there,  
 
              because I thought that was a good place for that,  
 
              and there was a lot of people starting to gather. 
 
                        As I came back through the garage, I  
 
              didn't even know I was outside for a while, it  
 
              was so dark.  So I came back through the garage  
 
              again, got some of my guys.  When I told them  
 
              that there were guys out front yet and that they  
 
              were making their way north and that I was afraid  
 
              the pedestrian bridge was going to collapse,  
 
              being that I also thought the north tower was  
 
              going to collapse.  
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                        So one of the guys, Louis Giaconelli,  
 
              says, "No, no, don't you go back in.  I'll go  
 
              back in and see if I can get anybody to come back  
 
              that way."  He went in there, and as guys came  
 
              out of the parking garage, we directed them back  
 
              around North Street onto Vesey Street.  We stayed  
 
              here, me and Firefighter Ed Cachia, stayed here.  
 
                   Q.   Here where?  In the rear? 
 
                   A.   In the rear of the Two World Financial  
 
              Center.  As people came out of the Winter Garden,  
 
              we directed them around here.  They also were  
 
              coming around on the outside.  From Two World  
 
              Trade Center, guys were coming from this side.  I  
 
              saw Captain Yakimovich, Pete came around this  
 
              side, a couple other guys.  I tried to get  
 
              information on who was trapped and where they  
 
              were trapped.  
 
                        I don't really remember that much, but  
 
              Louis ran into the building then to see if he  
 
              could get more guys out this way. 
 
                   Q.   Out of the garage? 
 
                   A.   Out of the garage, and outside the  
 
              front of the building, because a lot of guys did  
 
              survive the first collapse, they didn't go into  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



                                R. DORRITIE                   7 
 
 
              the parking garage but they went north towards  
 
              the pedestrian way.  
 
                        But I was arguing to a couple people  
 
              out there that I thought the best way out was  
 
              this way through the rear of the World Financial  
 
              Center, back through the rear and out through  
 
              this way, because we had the protection of the  
 
              building and also it seemed to be a safe area  
 
              underneath the parking garage out in the back  
 
              because it was so substantial.  
 
                        I figured if this tower collapses --  
 
              this tower is going to collapse, and the best  
 
              place for us to get away from this as quickly as  
 
              possible, being that if we went north on West  
 
              Street we would wind up at the pedestrian bridge.   
 
              So I decided not to.  
 
                        Louis Giaconelli is back now in Winter  
 
              Garden and in that area.  Myself and Eddie Cachia  
 
              are back here.  There was nobody else coming out.   
 
              At that moment I said to Eddie, "We've got to get  
 
              out of here because this building is going to  
 
              come down."  Within 30 seconds of me saying that,  
 
              the building comes down.  
 
                        Me and Eddie Cachia run back here along  
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              the benches over here and take cover behind these  
 
              benches. 
 
                   Q.   Near the water? 
 
                   A.   Yeah, near the water.  We ran back  
 
              here, hid behind the benches.  It gets pretty  
 
              cloudy, but it's not too bad back there.  
 
                        After that collapse, now I'm worried  
 
              about Louis Giaconelli, who I had left in the  
 
              building.  So we get out and we start making our  
 
              way back into Two World Financial Center, and we  
 
              find Louis Giaconelli bringing three or four  
 
              people out.  So he guided three or four people  
 
              out.  He also mask shared with somebody.  
 
                        I said, "All right, Louis, let's get  
 
              ourselves together and whoever else we have here  
 
              and let's get ourselves out of harm's way."  And  
 
              we walked along North Street to Vesey Street, and  
 
              we stayed there.  Once I got all my guys together  
 
              again, Kevin McGovern, Eddie Cachia, Louis  
 
              Giaconelli and Mike Catalano, we all got  
 
              together.  I left a couple guys there.  
 
                        We made our way back into the south  
 
              tower after the collapse.  Really I was trying to  
 
              hone in on Ladder 21, since they're the only ones  
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              I really heard.  But I really couldn't get  
 
              through on the radio.  Every time you got some  
 
              kind of mayday or you thought a mayday, it was  
 
              covered up by somebody else trying to get through  
 
              and you really couldn't get through.  It was very  
 
              confusing.  I didn't like the radios at all at  
 
              the time.  
 
                        We just walked around on the rubble  
 
              that day and tried to see what we could do.   
 
              Basically that's what happened.  
 
                   Q.   Do you have anything else to add? 
 
                   A.   I don't think so, no. 
 
                   Q.   Well, thanks a lot, Robert.  
 
                        CHIEF KENAHAN:  The time now is 10:05,  
 
                   and that concludes the interview.  
 
               
 
               


