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MCLAUGHLIN

CHIEF BURNS TODAYS DATE IS DECEMBER

17TH 2001 THE TIME IS 242 PM IM

BATTALION CHIEF ROBERT BURNS SAFETY

BATTALION NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT

CONDUCTING AN INTERVIEW WITH

CAPTAIN MCLAUGHLIN WILLIAM

MCLAUGHLIN CAPTAIN ENGINE 312

CHIEF BURNS THIS INTERVIEW IS IN

REGARDS TO THE EVENTS OF SEPTEMBER 11TH

2001

IF YOU WOULD BILL IN YOUR OWN WORDS

JUST TELL US WHAT HAPPENED THAT DAY

ALL RIGHT 312 RESPONDED FROM QUARTERS

AFTER THE SECOND PLANE HIT THE WORLD TRADE

CENTER WE WERE ACTUALLY WATCHING IT ON

TELEVISION WE WERE TOLD TO RENDEZVOUS ON THE

QUEENS SIDE OF THE MIDTOWN TUNNEL AND WAIT THERE

FOR FURTHER ORDERS

WE MET THERE WITH BUNCH OF OTHER

COMPANIES FROM QUEENS INCLUDING OUR OWN 49

BATTALION FROM HERE THE 45 BATTALION AND WE

WERE TOLD TO STAND FAST ON THE QUEENS SIDE OF THE

MIDTOWN TUNNEL

WE WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT THE
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POLICE WERE SECURING THE TUNNEL FROM ANY SORT OF

TERRORIST THREAT ALTHOUGH THAT MAY NOT BE THE

CASE THATS WHAT WE WERE UNDER THE IMPRESSION

WE COULD ACTUALLY SEE THE TOWERS

BURNING FROM OUR LOCATION ON THE QUEENS SIDE OF

THE TUNNEL AFTER WAITING ABOUT 25 OR 30

MINUTES WE PROCEEDED THROUGH THE MIDTOWN TUNNEL

WE WENT ACROSS TOWN TO THE WEST SIDE

AT THAT TIME WE WERE GETTING SOME VERY

SCARY RADIO TRAFFIC OVER THE MANHATTAN FREQUENCY

ABOUT PEOPLE TRAPPED IN APPARATUS WE DIDNT

KNOW WHAT WAS GOING ON BUT THINK AT THAT TIME

THE FIRST TOWER HAD COLLAPSED

ONCE WE REACHED THE WEST SIDE WE WENT

DOWN GUESS IT WAS WEST STREET FROM MIDTOWN AND

THE CLOSEST WE COULD GET BECAUSE OF THE NUMEROUS

APPARATUS IN THE AREA WAS APPROXIMATELY SIX OR

SEVEN BLOCKS NORTH OF THE FINANCIAL DISTRICT ON

WEST STREET AND WE JUST PARKED RIGHT IN THE BACK

OF THE APPARATUS THAT PULLED UP IN FRONT OF US

WE THEN PROCEEDED TO TAKE ROLLUPS

MASKS WITH EXTRA CYLINDERS SEARCH ROPE

STANDPIPE KIT AND PROCEEDED ON FOOT DOWN WEST

STREET TOWARDS THE TOWER
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AT THIS TIME ONCE AGAIN DIDNT KNOW

THAT THE TOWER HAD COLLAPSED BECAUSE ALL YOU

COULD SEE WAS LOT OF SMOKE AND DUST THE NORTH

TOWER WAS STANDING AND BURNING AS WE WERE

WALKING DOWNTOWN WE COULD ACTUALLY SEE PEOPLE

JUMPING OUT THE UPPER FLOORS OF THE NORTH TOWER

EVERYBODY HAD VERY BAD FEELING WHICH CAME

TRUE

WE DID REACH THE AREA WHERE WE COULDNT

GO ANY FURTHER BELIEVE THAT WAS LOOKING AT

THE MAP SOUTH OF THE PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AND SOUTH

OF VESEY STREET ON WEST STREET AT THAT POINT

TOLD THE MEMBERS TO DROP THEIR MASKS CYLINDERS

GEAR TAKE THEIR COAT AND HELMET OFF AND STAND

FAST WHILE WENT OVER TO THE COMMAND POST IF

COULD FIND IT BECAUSE THERE WAS SO MUCH

CONFUSION AT THE SCENE AND FIND OUT WHAT THEY

WANT US TO DO

AT THAT POINT IN TIME HAD FULL

EXPECTATION OF GOING INTO THE NORTH TOWER BEING

THE CLOSEST ONE TO OUR LOCATION ONCE AGAIN

STILL DIDNT BELIEVE OR KNOW THAT THE FIRST TOWER

HAD IN FACT COLLAPSED

WE NO SOONER GOT OUR MASKS TURNOUT
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COATS OFF PUT THEM ON THE GROUND AND SOMEBODY

YELLED RUN LOOKED UP AND COULD SEE THE

TOP OF THE NORTH TOWER MUSHROOM OUT IN CLOUD OF

DUST AND SMOKE AND YOU COULD SEE THE TIP OF THE

ANTENNA SORT OF WOBBLE THEN REALIZED WE HAVE

TO RUN FROM THAT POINT ON IT WAS FALL BACK

RETREAT GET AWAY

WE JUST WENT BACK UP WEST STREET

NORTHBOUND ON WEST STREET UNTIL THIS CLOUD OF

DUST AND DEBRIS AND SMOKE ENGULFED US IN MY

PARTICULAR CASE HAD TURNED AFTER RUNNING

BIT HAD BUNKER PANTS AND BUNKER BOOTS ON

AND BEING MY AGE AND WEIGHT IM NOT VERY GOOD

JOGGER ESPECIALLY WITH THAT GEAR ON SO

DIDNT GET THAT FAR

TURNED AROUND TO LOOK TO SEE WHAT WAS

HAPPENING AND THE CLOUD HAD JUST ENVELOPED ME

AND GOT CLOCKED IN THE HEAD WITH PIECE OF

CONCRETE WHICH HAD KNOCKED ME TO THE GROUND

WAS ON MY HANDS AND KNEES ON THE GROUND AND

SAID WELL DONT THINK IM GOING TO DIE IN THE

MIDDLE OF THE STREET

SO GOT BACK UP AGAIN BUT AT THAT

POINT DIDNT KNOW WHETHER WAS GOING NORTH
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SOUTH EAST OR WEST WAS JUST TRYING TO GET

OUT OF THIS CLOUD DIDNT HAVE MASK ON AND

IT WAS VERY VERY DIFFICULT TO BREATHE BIG

CHUNKS OF HEAVY STUFF JUST GOING INTO YOUR LUNGS

YOU COULDNT SEE YOUR HAND IN FRONT OF YOUR FACE

IT WAS PITCH BLACK WENT LITTLE FURTHER

FELL AGAIN CAUSING SOME MORE INJURIES TO MYSELF

EVENTUALLY AFTER WALKING WITH MY HANDS

IN FRONT OF ME LIKE BLIND MAN

SAW UP

AND TO THE RIGHT AND UP HIGH INSTEAD OF BEING

DARK BLACK IT WAS DARK GRAY AND THE DARK GRAY

TURNED INTO LIGHTER GRAY

THEN REALIZED THAT WHAT WAS LOOKING

AT WAS THE BRIGHT SUNSHINE WHICH WAS THERE

BEFORE THIS BUILDING FELL DOWN THE SUN WAS

COMPLETELY OBLITERATED UNTIL WE GOT FAR ENOUGH

AWAY FROM THIS SCENE THAT WE COULD ACTUALLY SEE

AND THEN IT WAS JUST DUST AND DEBRIS AND

EVERYTHING ELSE

AS WALKED OUT OF THE CLOUD WAS MET

BY AN EMT WHO SAT ME DOWN AND BANDAGED UP MY

HEAD GAVE ME SOME OXYGEN

FROM THERE WE TRIED TO REGROUP TRIED
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TO FIND MY MEN FOUND EVERYBODY IN MATTER OF

20 MINUTES EXCEPT MY CHAUFFEUR OF ALL PEOPLE

EDDIE GANASSA COULDNT FIND HIM ACTUALLY

HAD HIM DECLARED MISSING

WHAT HAD HAPPENED WAS THAT SOME CHIEF

OFFICER WHO HAD LOST HIS RADIO OR NEEDED ANOTHER

RADIO GRABBED EDDIE GANASSA AND TOOK HIS RADIO

FROM HIM WAS CALLING OR TRYING TO GET

THROUGH THE RADIO TRAFFIC WAS OUTRAGEOUS YOU

JUST COULDNT GET THROUGH TO ANYBODY ON THE HANDY

TALKY

WAS TRYING AND TRYING TO REACH HIM

AND HE DIDNT EVEN HAVE RADIO SO THATS WHY

HE COULDNT ANSWER ME OBVIOUSLY HE DIDNT KNOW

THAT HAD DECLARED HIM MISSING WE DID

EVENTUALLY IN ABOUT 45 MINUTES THINK FIND HIM

AND DECLARED THAT HE WAS FOUND AND HE WASNT

MISSING ANY LONGER

AFTER GOT ALL MY GUYS TOGETHER AND

KNEW THEY WERE SAFE AND SOUND WENT OVER TO AN

EMS UNIT PARAMEDIC UNIT AND THEY TRIED TO

WASH MY EYES OUT THEY WERENT HAPPY WITH THE

WAY MY EYES WERE LOOKING AND HAD CUT ON MY

HEAD AND CONCUSSION SO THEY TOOK ME OVER TO



MCLAUGHLIN

ST VINCENTS

AT ST VINCENTS WAS TREATED FOR

LACERATED CORNEA BOTH EYES LACERATION OF THE

HEAD CONCUSSION SPRAINED BACK SPRAINED KNEE

ET CETERA ET CETERA

SO FROM THAT POINT ON NEVER RETURNED

TO THE SCENE CANT OFFER YOU ANY MORE

INFORMATION AS TO WHAT HAPPENED AT THE SCENE

BECAUSE HAVENT BEEN BACK SINCE NOR DO WANT

TO GO BACK

WENT FROM ST VINCENTS AFTER

SPENDING AN HOUR OR TWO THERE TO THE QUARTERS OF

20 TRUCK AND THEN WAS TRANSPORTED TO THE

MEDICAL OFFICE AND WHEN BACK TO ENGINE 312

WAS BACK HERE BY ABOUT 1100 THAT NIGHT GUESS

THINK THATS THE WHOLE STORY IN

NUTSHELL AS SAID NEVER RETURNED TO THE

SCENE AFTER THAT JUST MADE SURE THAT MY GUYS

WERE ALL SAFE AND SOUND TURNED MY RIDING LIST

AND THEM OVER TO THE COMMAND POST AND MY HANDY

TALKY WAS TAKEN BY CHIEF FROM BATTALION 50 WHO

THANKFULLY ENOUGH RETURNED IT THAT SAME EVENING

OVER TO 312

SO THATS ABOUT IT
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CHIEF BURNS OKAY THATS THE END OF

THE INTERVIEW ITS 252 PM

THANKS BILL
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